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Illinois Pollution ControlBoard Pollution ControlBoard
100 W. Randolph,Suite 11-500 kA~~
Chicago,IL 60601 ,

Re: ProposedNew andUpdatedRulesfor MeasurementandNumericalSoundEmission
Standards/Amendmentsto 35 Ill. Adm. Code901 and910/DocketR03-9
Final Comments

DearMs. Gunn:

The following commentsaresubmittedby theIllinois DepartmentofNaturalResources,OfficeofMines
andMinerals,Mine SafetyandTrainingDivision in referenceto theabovereferencedamendments.

Blasting operationsat all surfaceaggregateand coal minesareregulatedby the Illinois Departmentof
NaturalResources(IDNR). IDNR’s comprehensiveblastingregulationshelppreventpersonalinjury and
propertydamagethroughtheuseofthe conservativelimits ofoneinchpersecondgroundvibration and
133dBmaximumairoverpressure.Theselimits arecommonlyaccepteaindustryandregulatorystandards.
TheIDNR determinesregulatorycomplianceby routinelyinspectingandmonitoringblastingat all of the
state’s172 activeaggregateandcoalblastingsites. IDNR’sblastingregulationsareadministeredby astaff
of 13 peoplewith over 100yearsofcombinedexplosivesrelatedexperience.Fieldinspectorstrainedin the
technicalelementsofseismologyregularlymonitorblastinginducedgroundvibrationandairoverpressure
with stateoftheartseismographsthatmeasureairoverpressurewith alow frequencyresponseof2.0Hertz.
TheDepartmentcurrentlymaintainsaninventoryof30 suchseismographs.

TheIDNR respectfullyrequeststhat Illinois Pollution ControlBoard’srules takesinto considerationthe
Illinois aggregateand coal industry establishedregulatoryprogramsand recognizethe importanceof
avoidingduplicity betweenStateagencies. In addition, theIDNR submitsthat air overpressurelimits
implementedbeconsistentwith thecommonlyacceptedindustrystandards,aswell astheestablishedand
effectiveregulatorylimits of 133dBwith a2.0 Hertzmicrophone.

TheIDNR appreciatestheopportunityto commenton theseproposedrulesand offers ourexpertisefor
futurediscussionson thisandrelatedissues.

Sincerely,~
Michael L. Woods,Director
Mine SafetyandTrainingDivision

cc: N.Banach
R.Breekenridge
M.Falter
J.Hafliger
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BEFORETHE ILLINOIS POLLUTION CONTROLBOARD

IN THE MATTER OF: )
)

CLEAN-UP PART ifi ) R04-20
AMENDMENTS TO 35 ILL. ) (Rulemaking- Air)
ADM.CODEPARTS211,218AND219 )

MOTION FORLEAVE TO FILE
POST-HEARINGCOMMENTS

NowComesthe Illinois Departmentof Naturalresourcesandmovesfor leaveof the Illinois Pollution Control
Boardto file instantertheattachedPost-HearingCorrimentsin R04-20,arulemakingtoamendportionsfor Parts
211, 218, and219 of Title 35 of the Illinois AdministrativeCode.

In supportof its motion the IDNR statesas follows:

1. ThatIDNR hassignificantinterestin the subjectof theregulatoryproposalunderconsecrationin that

it hasresponsibilityunderIllinois law to regulatecertainblastingactivitieswithin the state.

2. That theproposedregulationhasadirect impactonIDNR operationsandthatthecommentssubmitted
aregermanetotheBoardproceedingsaswell asto IDNRoperations.IDNRregulatesblastingactivities
in someindustriesandhasadoptedregulationsthat conflict with thoseproposedfor adoptionby the
Board.

3. That thesecorm-nentsarepresentedfor considerationnow, after the December27, 2004 comment
deadlinebecauseIDNR only latelydeterminedthe scopeandbreadthof theregulatoryproposal.

4. That thedelayin filing is theby productof staffillnessresultingin theDepartment’sfailure tomeetthe
deadline.

5. That IDNR managerscontactedrepresentativesof the IDNR regulatedcommunity regardingthe
submissionof commentsandthe interestsof theseregulatedindustrieswill not beprejudicedby the
Board’sgrantingof thismotion.

Therefore,theIllinois DepartmentofNaturalResourcesrespectfullyrequeststheIllinois PollutionControlBoard
grant this motion to file andacceptthe enclosedcomments.

Respectfullysubmitted,
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENTOF
NATURAL RESOURCES,

By:___________
-“ Oneofits~ttomeys

January6, 2005

StanleyYonkauski,Jr.
LegalCounsel
Illinois Departmentof NaturalResources
524SouthSecondStreet,LTP
Springfield,Illinois 62701-1787
(217)782-1809



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, StanleyYonkauski,Jr.,theundersigned,certify thatI haveservedacopyof theattachedMOTION

TO FILE INSTANTER AND COMMENTS OF THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCESupon:

Ms. DorothyM. Gunn
Illinois PollutionControlBoard
JamesR. ThompsonCenter
100 WestRandolphStreet
Suite11-500
Chicago,IL 60601

Mr. Howard0. Chinn
EnvironmentalEngineer
Office of theAttorneyGeneral
188 WestRandolph,

20
th Floor

Chicago,IL 60601

Kyle Rominger,Esq.
AssistantCounsel
Illinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgency
1021North GrandAvenueEast
PostOffice Box 19276
Springfield,IL 62794-9276

RobertA Messina,GeneralCounsel
Illinois PollutionControl Board
100W. RandolphSt.
Suite 11-500
Chicago,IL60601

Ms. Marie E. Tipsord
Illinois Pollution ControlBoard
JamesR. ThompsonCenter
100WestRandolph
Suite 11-500
Chicago,IL 60601

Mr. RobertC. Wells
Wells EnvironmentalSystems
2061 Gladstone
Wheaton,IL 60187

ThomasG. Safley
HodgeDwyerZeman
3150RolandSt.
Suite11-500
Chicago,IL 60601

by depositingcopiesof saiddocumentsin the UnitedStatesMail in Springfield,Illinois

on January6, 2005.

Stanle)Y~’nkaus1d,Jr.
1’


